
Maybach Foundation Launches 
Global Mentoring Program at 
the United Nations

fostering excellence among  
young leaders

On October 30th 2006, Ulrich-Schmid Maybach, founder of the Maybach 
Family Foundation, launched a one-of-a-kind program that has the capacity 
to benefit the world throughout the 21st century and beyond. The mission 
of the foundation was announced at the United Nations: a global mentoring 
program that will unite the world’s most talented young leaders with world-
class practitioners from business, arts, engineering and science in a one-on-one 
mentoring relationship. 

spotlight on youth at united nations

The focus of the U.N. gala, hosted by the Maybach Foundation, was 350 of 
the world’s brightest, most promising young leaders, one man and one woman 
representing each of the United Nations’ 192 member states. Many of these 
remarkable young men and women came from underdeveloped nations and 
have devoted themselves to making their communities safer, healthier and more 
prosperous.  

The Maybach Foundation’s U.N. event offered these young people the rare 
opportunity to speak with U.N. Ambassadors, the former president of Switzerland, 
Adolf Ogi and Djibril Diallo, Director of United Nation’s Office of Sport for 
Development and Peace. Also in attendance were representatives from Sun 
MicroSystems and Mercedes Benz. World-renowned tennis player Serena Williams 
came to show her support and legendary American actor Kirk Douglas made the 
keynote address and shared his own vision on intergenerational mentoring.

“The origins of 
this organization 

are my family’s 
personal history. As 

a very young man, my 
great-grandfather 
Wilhelm Maybach 

was mentored by 
Gottlieb Daimler. 

This extraordinary 
mentoring 

relationship led 
Wilhelm to design 

the first  
Mercedes car.”

Ulrich Schmid-Maybach,   
founder, The Maybach  

Family Foundation 

Ulrich Schmid-Maybach

The May bach Fa mily Fou ndation



The talents and achievements 
of these youth delegates 
gathered in one room 
was nothing less than 
extraordinary. No societal 
issue appeared too great 
for these young people to 
confront head on. And their 
unbridled dedication to these 
issues was an inspiration.  

Among the young leaders 
at the United Nations on 
October 30th was a woman 

from Australia who traveled to West Africa to build a school that will teach 
orphaned and disadvantaged children - a Tunisian doctor working to fight 
tuberculosis - a Zambian woman who provides agricultural training to more 
than 1,000 women in the most rural areas of her country and - a man from 
Maldives who builds shelters for victims of Tsunami. 

The enormous potential of each of these youth delegates was palpable and 
their energy and ideals have served as an ongoing motivating 
force to identify mentoring opportunities for them.

first stop - india
Just weeks after announcing his vision at the United Nations, 
Ulrich Schmid-Maybach carried the foundation’s mission 
to India. Mr. Maybach and Mr. Anubhav R. Nath, the 
founder of the Ramchander Nath International Foundation 
worked together on a three-day workshop where India’s 
most talented young artists worked alongside the country’s 
most established artists and critics. The workshop enabled 
its 35 participants to inspire each other and to forge new 
long-lasting relationships. 

Mr. Maybach toured India extensively meeting with more 
potential young leaders at a specialized home and school for 
impoverished boys. And after meeting with a wide range of 
India’s heads of state and influential business leaders, Mr. 
Maybach realized that India is a very rich source for mentors 
as well.  

“It is critical, today 
more than ever, 

for us ‘old guys’ to 
mentor and guide 

the next generation 
in shaping the 

world for future 
generations…It’s 

thrilling to see 
today’s younger 

generation working 
on solutions to the 
world’s problems…”

 Kirk Douglas, Actor

India Heritage Research Fountation  
Founder: Swami Chicanand Saraswatiji

Barbara Hachipuka from Zambia and Kirk Douglas



next steps
The groundwork has been built for a global mentoring program that has the 
capacity to change societies by strengthening the potential of individual lives. 
Now the foundation must create the opportunities that will bring together 
the world’s leaders in the fields of business, arts, engineering and science and 
connect them with the most promising young individuals.

immediate actions: 
›	 Identify six mentor-mentee teams from a variety of disciplines 

ranging from engineering, architecture and technology to the arts 
and humanities and create a distinguished board of mentors. 

›	 Create a process to identify and select talented young leaders to be the 
protégés to their chosen mentors. 

›	 Expand the program’s presence around the globe. 

infinite possibilities
The possibilities are limitless. The Maybach Family Foundation has the 
potential to change lives, communities and societies all over the world by 
fostering excellence among young leaders through their mentoring program. 

“‘We want to focus 
on gifted individuals 

and make things 
possible for them,’ 

says Ulrich Schmid-
Maybach…Maybach 

clarifies that 
they do not plan 

to get into the 
traditional ‘do-good’ 

philanthropy but 
would concentrate 

on identifying 
“gifted individuals” 

from different 
disciplines. ‘We will 

see what is needed 
by an individual as 

our aim is to craft a 
relationship.’”
The Financial Express,  

November 26, 2006
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From Left to Right: S.K. Modi: President of the Dayawati Modi Foundation and the International 
Institute of Fine Arts; Dr. Abdul Waheed Khan: Assistant Director-General for Communication and 
Information at UNESCO; Pranab Mukherjee: India’s Minister of External Affairs; K.K. Modi: Advisory 
Committee member of the International Institute of Fine Arts; Ulrich Schmid-Maybach: founder of  

The Maybach Family Foundation; Lalit Bakshi: Indo-Japanese business consultant



What distinguishes the 
Maybach Foundation 
is its ability to provide 
a platform to network 
excellence around the 
globe. Through this 
network, individuals 
working together can 
foster economic growth, 
positive change, and 
creative progress by 
strengthening the human 
potential.  

None of this is possible without ongoing support. There is much work to be 
done and your donation will help the Maybach Family Foundation attain its 
goals. Your generous contribution will be put toward: 

1.	Identifying the young leaders most in need of a mentor’s guidance

2.	Establishing a board of mentors

3.	Spreading the mission of the Maybach youth mentoring program 
around the world 

K.C. Anand and Ulrich Schmid-Maybach

“To put food on the 
table it is better 
to educate people 

and you do that 
through mentoring.  
We hope to achieve 

this through a 
relationship with 

the Maybach Family 
Foundation”  

K.C. Anand, President  
of the Heritage Motor  

Club of India

CONTRIBUTION INFORMATION:  
For a donation of $250 USD or more, become a member of the 
Wilhelm and Karl Maybach Foundation Donors Club and help 
support the development of young leaders around the world. All 
contributions are tax deductible. 

Please enclose check or money order and make payable to: 

Wilhelm and Karl Maybach Foundation 
(Maybach Family Foundation) 

P.O. Box 29083 
San Francisco, CA 94129 

Tel: 415-571-8810 
Fax: 415-752-2076 

Email: contact@maybach.org

For more information about the Maybach Youth Mentoring 
Program, please contact mentor@maybach.org 
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